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NOTES AND NEWS 



Beginning with this issue, the Editors, in response to repeated 
suggestions, have shortened the title of the Journad to the form 
which is currently used in speaking of it, and which is more con- 
venient far citation. The change in name implies no change in 
policy. That remains the same and may be expressed again, as 
The Jouenai. op Philosopky enters on its eighteenth year of publi- 
cation, in words quoted from the first page of its first issue: "This 
journal does not protest against the spirit of specialization which 
makes our modern science and scholarship solid and strong, but it 
does protest against the prejudice that a detached specialization can 
give us the last word and can make correlation superfluous. It de- 
sires to stand for the unity of knowledge, aims to consider the 
fundamental conceptions which bind together all the specialistic 
results, seeks to inquire into the methods of science which bind 
together the scientific workers, and into the center of its sphere it 
puts philosophy. ' ' 

A MEETING of the Aristotelian Society was held on December 6. 
Professor T. P. Nunn, Hon. Treasurer, in the chair. Professor W. 
P. Montague read a paper on "Variation, Heredity and Conscious- 
ness: a mechanist answer to the vitalist challenge." Bergson in 
France, McDougall in England, and Drieseh in Germany, have at- 
tacked mechanistic philosophy, not only as inadequate to cope with 
the known facts of phylogeny, ontogeny and oonsciousness, but as 
definitely in conflict with them. In reply it was attempted to show 
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that in regard to each of the three sets of problems it is possible to 
point out a solution, statable in mechanistic terms, w'hich at the same 
time provide full satisfaction to the demand of the vitalist that the 
purposive and psychic characters of life shall not be reduced to an 
epiphenomenal status of dependence upon blind processes, but recog- 
nized as genuinely operative factors in the economy of nature. In 
regard to the origin of useful variations, their rise in germ-plasm with 
greater frequency than is explicable on recognizable mechanistic prin- 
ciples may be explained by the conception of biological vectors. Ac- 
cording to this conception the unpurposed yet purposeful products of 
telogenesis, not only in the germ-plasm, but in the brain when occu- 
pied with creative imagination, are results of a system of protoplasmic 
stresses. The problem of the manifold of hereditary determinants in 
the minute germ-cell may be met by conceiving the germ as a system 
of super-forces or superimposed stresses. These, which were com- 
pared to superposed twists in a rope, were embodiment of a manifold 
of invisible intensive determinants equal in richness, it was claimed, 
to the serial events of the, germ's ancestral past and capable of un- 
folding and reproducing its own pattern by a kind of induction 
through the serial stages of embryonic growth. The more difficult 
problem of explaining mind in physical terms was met by the sug- 
gestion that the structure of conscious life is analogous to the struc- 
ture of life in general and capable of being explained in the same way, 
except that the system of cerebral super-forces in which the past is 
stored up in the present, is composed of traces of potential energy 
acquired by the brain through the transformation of the kinetic 
energies of sensory nerve currents. For a physical interpretation of 
the essentially specific and quantitative nature of mental elements a 
new category "Anergy" was suggested, to stand for the form of 
durational being produced whenever the energy of motion is trans- 
formed into the invisible phase we call potential. At the conclusion 
of the discussion on the paper, the Chairman moved a vote of thanks 
to Professor Montague and asked him to convey the greeting of the 
Aristotelian Society to the American Philosophical Association, as 
representative of which and as chairman of its delegation to the Con- 
gress of Oxford in September Professor Montague had visited this 
country. 

In order to provide an enduring memorial for the one hundred 
and twenty-seven Field Service men who gave their lives in the war, 
and in order to perpetuate among future generations of French and 
American youth the mutual understanding and fralternity of spirit 
which marked their relations during the war, an organization has 
been established, known as the American Field Service Fellowships 
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for French Universities, formerly the Society for American Fellow- 
ships in French Universities. This organization proposes to award 
fellowships for advance study in France to students selected from 
American colleges, universities, and technical establishments and 
occasional fellowships for French students in American universities. 
These fellowships will, when endowed, be named after the men of the 
American Field Service who died in France; and it is intended, if 
suflScient funds can be obtained, to name a fellowship in memory of 
each one of these men. 

The fellowships for 1921-22, not to exceed twenty-five in number, 
will be of the value of $200 plus 10,000 francs, and are tenable for 
one year. They will be renewable for another year ujpon applica- 
tion, provided circumstances warrant it. These fellowships are 
offered in the follomng fields of study: 

Agriculture History 

Anthropology Law 

Archeology and History of Art Mathematics 

Astronomy Medicine and Surgery 

Biology Oriental Languages and Literature 

Botany Philosophy 

Chemistry Physics 

Classical Languages and Literature Political Science and International Law 

Criminology Psychology 

Economics Religion 

Education Romance Languages and Literature 

Engineering Slavic Languages and Literature 

English Language and Literature Semitic Languages and Literature 

Geography Sociology 

Geology Zoology 

Applicants must be citizens of the United States and between 
twenty and thirty years of age. They must be : 

1. Graduates of a college requiring four years of study for a de- 
gree, based on fourteen units of high school work ; or, 

2. Graduates of a professional school requiring three years of 
study for a degree ; or, 

3. If not qualified in either of these ways, must be twenty-four 
years of age and have spent five years in an industrial establishment 
in work requiring technical skill. 

Applicants must be of good moral character and intellectual abil- 
ity, and must have a practical ability to use French books. 

Further information about the fellowships may be obtained from 
the Secretary, Dr. I. L. Kandel, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York. 



